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The  Seminary's  Successful  Campaign 
For  $150,000 

THE  months  of  1936  constituted  a  period  fraught  with 
tremendous  consequences  in  the  life  of  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary.  The  beginning  of  the  year  found 
the  institution  still  heavily  burdened  with  debt  and  its 
future  threatened  by  that  lack  of  confidence  in  its  destiny 
which  such  a  situation  almost  inevitably  inspires.  Its  close 
was  signalized  by  the  announcement  that  a  campaign  to 
secure  $150,000  for  the  total  liquidation  of  its  indebted- 
ness and  for  the  substantial  enlargement  of  its  endowment 
had  been  successful,  and  by  many  indications  that  this  his- 
toric institution  is  entering  upon  a  period  of  increased  and 
increasing  usefulness  to  the  Church. 

Early  in  the- spring  of  1936  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary  at  Richmond,  Va.,  addressed 
to  the  Directors  of  Columbia  Theological  Seminary  a  pro- 
posal that  these  sister  institutions  should  be  merged  en  the 
campus  of  the  Richmond  school.  This  proposal  was  made 
in  a  spirit  of  the  finest  fraternal  confidence  and  good  will, 
and  in  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the 
Church.  It  was  received  in  that  same  spirit  and  considered 
with  that  same  desire  as  the  dominating  motive  of  those 
who  had  to  render  a  decision. 

In  the  beginning,  the  opinion  of  the  Directors  of  Colum- 
bia Seminary  was  by  no  means  unanimous  and  there  were 
some  who  felt  that  very  definite  advantages  might  be 
secured  for  the  Church  by  uniting  the  resources  of  these 
two  institutions.  As  the  matter  was  carefully  and  prayer- 
fully considered,  however,  the  conviction  was  more  and 
more  crystallized  that  the  loss  to  the  Church  through 
abandonment  of  the  strategic  advantage  afforded  by  At- 
lanta as  the  site  of  Columbia  Seminary  would  more  than 
counterbalance  the  gains  secured  by  the  merger,  and  that 
so  drastic  a  step  ought  not  to  be  taken  unless  there  were 
unmistakable  Providential  guidance  in  that  direction.  In 
this  opinion  the  Presbyterian  Minister's  Association  of  At- 
lanta, after  earnest  deliberation,  unanimously  and  enthusi- 
astically concurred,  and  a  subsequent  mass  meeting  of  At- 
lanta Presbyterians  unanimously  adopted  resolutions  to  the 
same  effect. 

In  the  light  of  the  situation  thus  created,  it  was  decided 
that  a  campaign  should  be  undertaken  to  raise  such  addi- 
tional funds  for  Columbia  Seminary  as  would  ensure  its 
permanency  in  its  present  location.  The  failure  of  this  ef- 
fort would  probably  have  been  interpreted  as  clear  Provi- 
dential guidance  toward  the  merger,  but — it  did  not  fail. 

It  had  been  estimated  by  the  administration  that  $300,- 
000  was  needed  to  place  Columbia  Seminary  in  comfortable 
financial  circumstances;  $150,000  was  regarded  as  the 
minimum  which  must  be  secured  immediately  in  order  to 


provide  for  its  needs.  A  consecrated  Christian  business  man 
of  Atlanta  offered  to  give  $75,000  of  that  total  if  other 
Presbyterians  would  contribute  an  equal  amount,  and  stated 
his  willingness  in  addition  to  help  generously  with  current 
expenses  during  a  five-year  period  in  which  it  is  hoped  that 
a  second  $1  $0,000  can  be  secured.  The  name  of  this  indi- 
vidual is  withheld  from  publication  at  his  own  request,  but 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary  wishes  to  record  here  its 
respect  and  appreciation  for  him  as  a  man,  and  its  gratitude 
for  what  he  has  done  on  this  and  on  former  occasions. 
Possessed  by  a  deep  sense  of  the  responsibility  which  comes 
with  Christian  Stewardship,  and  animated  by  a  desire  to 
invest  his  money  in  eternal  values,  he  has  set  an  example 
which  is  all  too  rare  in  our  day  and  which,  if  widely  fol- 
lowed, would  solve  the  financial  problems  of  the  Church. 

Inspired  by  this  offer,  the  Presbyterian  Churches  of  At- 
lanta threw  themselves  heartily  into  the  campaign  which 
has  now  been  crowned  with  success  by  the  securing  of  sub- 
scriptions for  a  total  of  more  than  the  necessary  $150,000. 
An  unusual  and  highly  encouraging  circumstance  in  con- 
nection with  this  campaign  is  found  in  the  fact  that  three 
weeks  after  the  announcement  of  success  approximately 
$100,000  of  the  total  amount  subscribed  has  already  been 
received  by  the  Seminary,  several  hundred  pledges  having 
been  paid  in  full  long  before  the  dates  at  which  they  were 
to  fall  due.  Thus  Columbia  Seminary,  through  the  assist- 
ance of  its  loyal  friends  is  celebrating  the  Diamond  Jubilee 
of  our  Assembly  by  liquidating  its  indebtedness — a  process 
which  should  be  complete  by  March  31st — and  by  begin- 
ning a  much  needed  expansion  of  its  endowment. 


The  Significance  of  the  Campaign 
The  Success  of  the  Campaign  Means. 

1.  That  Columbia  Seminary  is  to  be  a  permanent  institu- 
tion in  its  present  location. 

2.  That  its  entire  indebtedness  will  be  lifted. 

3.  That  approximately  $50,000  will  be  added  to  its  en- 
dowment. 

4.  That  there  will  be  no  more  heavy  interest  payments,  but 
that  money  given  to  current  expenses  will  go  directly 
into  the  life  of  the  school. 

5.  That  a  definite  expansion  of  its  service  to  the  Church 
may  be  expected. 

6.  That  gifts  may  be  made  and  legacies  left  to  the  Seminary 
in  future  with  full  confidence  that  they  will  be  perma- 
nent investments  for  upbuilding  of  the  Church. 

7.  That  all  friends  of  the  institution  should  thank  God 
and  take  courage. 

The  Success  of  the  Campaign  Does  NOT  Mean. 

1.  That  we  have  any  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  what  has 
been  accomplished. 

2.  That  any  adequate  provision  has  yet  been  made  for  the 
financial  support  of  the  Seminary. 

3.  That  the  institution  has  less  need  to  be  included  in  the 
benevolent  budgets  of  churches  or  in  the  gifts  of  indi- 
viduals than  in  former  years. 

4.  That  the  necessity  for  sacrificial  service  on  the  part  of 
Seminary  professors  and  workers  has  been  removed. 


New  Books  by  Columbia  Seminary  Authors 

It  is  a  regrettable  but  inescapable  fact  that  the  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  United  States  has  not  hitherto  made 
the  contributions  to  religious  literature  which  should  have 
been  expected  of  it.  Conservative  Christianity  has  never 
been  in  greater  need  of  able  thinkers  and  writers  to  guide 
it  than  it  is  today  and  in  answer  to  that  need  the  theologi- 
cal seminary  may  rightfully  be  expected  to  assume  a  place 
of  leadership  in  developing  a  productive  scholarship.  Hence 
Columbia  Seminary  takes  pleasure  in  calling  attention  to 
three  notable  books  which  have  recently  come  from  the 
pens  of  men  associated  with  this  institution — two  of  them 
as  professors,  and  the  other  as  an  honored  alumnus.  An 
additional  volume  which  is  nearing  completion  by  a  third 
professor  will  probably  be  published  within  the  year.  (Note: 
Only  the  first  volume  here  mentioned  has  actually  left  the 
publisher's  hands,  but  the  other  two  will  be  available  in 
the  immediate  future.) 

STUDIES  IN  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT,  by  James  Benjamin 
Green,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Theology  and  Homiletics.  Flem- 
ing H.  Rerell  Company,  New  York  City.   Price,  $1.25. 

In  preparing  this  volume,  which  a  distinguished  and 
thoughtful  minister  has  characterized  as  in  many  respects 
the  most  valuable  book  produced  by  our  Church  in  this 
generation,  Dr.  Green  has  dealt  in  a  masterly  way  with  a 
vitally  important,  yet  sorely  neglected  subject.  Only  some 
three  or  four  works  treating  the  subject  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
have  been  published  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.,  dur- 
ing the  seventy-five  years  of  its  existence;  not  one  of  these 
former  works  is  now  in  print.  Under  the  circumstances  it 
is  difficult  to  see  how  Dr.  Green  could  have  chosen  a  more 
timely  and  essential  theme  for  a  book  to  be  published  dur- 
ing the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  our  Assembly. 

The  volume  is  a  fresh  presentation  of  the  great  doctrines 
involved  in  a  discussion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  is  not  of 
the  dry  and  technical  nature  which  that  statement  might 
suggest  to  the  mind  of  today.  Bringing  to  his  task  the 
intellectual  and  spiritual  powers  of  a  great  teacher  and  a 
dynamic  preacher,  Dr.  Green  has  given  here  a  clear  and 
concise  re-statement  of  eternal  truths  concerning  the  office 
and  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  concerning  His  relation 
to  the  Trinity;  to  Nature;  to  Creation  and  Providence;  to 
Revelation;  to  Jesus  Christ;  to  the  Church;  and  to  indi- 
viduals. Characterized  as  it  is  by  wise  selection  of  ma- 
terials, by  clear,  analytical  reasoning,  and  by  logical  presen- 
tation, this  is  both  a  thoughtful  and  a  thought  provoking 
book.  Although  not  written  with  that  as  its  primary  ob- 
ject, it  also  possesses  definite  devotional  value.  This  volume 
should  be  widely  read  by  ministers  and  by  laity  as  well  and 
it  will  repay  both  alike. 


OUR  LORD,  by  William  Childs  Robinson,  Th.D.,  D.D., 
Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History  and  Church  Polity. 
Wm.  B.  Eerdmans  Publishing  Co.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Price,  $2. 

Like  his  earlier  volume,  The  Certainties  of  the  Gospel, 
this  book  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Robinson  constitutes  a  real 
contribution  to  the  field  of  Christian  Apologetics.  As  an 
affirmation  of  the  Deity  of  Christ  in  the  face  of  modern 
unbelief,  it  gives  an  answer  to  attacks  upon  the  Deity  of 
Christ  both  in  the  field  of  theory  and  of  practice.  It  offers 
evidence  for  the  historic  Christian  faith  from  the  testimony 
of  Jesus  himself,  from  the  primitive  Christian  Community, 
as  that  is  preserved  in  the  earliest  records,  and  from  the 
confirmatory  testimony  of  the  centuries.  Something  at 
least  of  the  scope  and  nature  of  the  contents  may  be  gath- 
ered from  the  chapter  headings  of  the  book,  which  read  as 
follows:  The  Quest  of  the  Historical  Jesus;  Back  to  Christ; 
The  Greater  Confession;  The  Gospel  of  the  Forty  Days; 
Kyrios  Christos;  The  Worship  of  Jesus;  A  Solitary  Throne; 
The  Triune  God. 

Marked  by  the  broad  and  thorough  scholarship  which  is 
characteristic  of  its  author,  this  work  combines  intellectual 
vigor  and  searching  insight  with  a  trenchant  and  persuasive 
prose  style.  Ministers  will  find  it  particularly  rich  in  sug- 
gestions for  sermons  on  its  theme,  but  it  will  also  be  of 
value  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  defense  of  the  Christ- 
ian faith. 

COLORED  LIGHT,  by  Louis  C.  LaMotte,  A.M.,  Th.M., 
Executive  Secretary  of  Thornwell  Orphanage.  Presby- 
terian Committee  of  Publication,  Richmond,  Virginia. 
Price,  $2. 

This  volume  constitutes  a  real  and  valuable  addition  to 
the  literary  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Although 
it  is  primarily  a  historical  study  of  the  influence  of  Colum- 
bia Theological  Seminary  upon  the  Church  from  1828  to 
1936,  and  hence  has  an  especially  strong  appeal  for  every 
alumnus  of  this  institution,  it  will  also  be  of  absorbing  in- 
terest to  all  who  love  our  Church,  for  its  chapters  touch 
upon  every  aspect  of  our  Assembly's  life.  Indeed,  so  emi- 
nent an  authority  as  Dr.  Havilah  Babcock,  Head  of  the 
Department  of  English  and  American  Literature  at  the 
University  of  South  Carolina,  has  termed  the  book  a  real 
contribution  not  only  to  Church  history,  but  to  regional 
history  as  well.  Mr.  LaMotte  has  evidently  expended  a 
wealth  of  painstaking  effort  in  collecting  the  facts  relating 
to  his  subject,  and  he  has  cast  the  material  brought  to  light 
by  his  research  into  such  delightful  literary  form  as  to 
make  it  highly  enjoyable  reading. 

Attractive  in  form  because  of  the  large  number  of 
photographic  cuts  which  it  contains,  this  volume  is  a  rich 
mine  of  sermonic  illustration  and  a  reference  book  of  per- 
manent value.   It  deserves  a  wide  circulation. 


